Artful lodges

Thais are reinventing their capital’s accommodation scene, offering
smaller, more intimate hotels where their creativity can run free
Text and photographs by Leisa Tyler

BANGHOK, THE FRIENDLIEST OF WORLD
capitals, has long been renowned for

t= hospitality, The cordial and generous
fregiment that its guests invanably recane
i5 the reason why increasing numbers. of
visitors flock to the city every year,

It is alss & city thal constanty
resmyents iself, confinuing bo swrprise
even those who visit ofien. There is no
better example of this than in the design
mawement that has swepl through the
capital in recent years, and which is
noww making its presence felt in the
accommadaton scene,

Spurred on by the city’s growing
multiculiuralism, several innovative Thais
are reinventing its lodging sceng Dy
creating designer hotels, modelied on
European-siyle pensions and B&BS, With
anly a handfel of rooms pir property,
these hoteds are small and intimate
whiile thair highly indisdual designs
encapsulate the amblance of the city,
past and present. The résull 158 mone
authentic and persomalsed expenience for
Visitors

Gobe Boonang pioneesred the trend in
2004 when she opened lbrik Resort Dy
the River, & rustc threg-room propemy
perched on the edge of tha Chaa Fhraya
River. “When | travel | make a point of
staying i B&Bs. They are so much mone
intimate and allow you more of an insight 1
it @ culture than big holets do.” The past two years have witnessed she had a good idea of whal loreigners

an explosion of small boutigues hotels. in would waant.
thi cify, Fylin Sanguanpiapand's sheek “Many of my Eundpéan friends jusl
SiN-TOOET property, Seven, & ine latest, don't like staving in big hotels,” she ,
Thi Thai-born political scientist had no Lays. ~They are fine for work, bt for

Right: A room at Seven. Opposite: Wat nreioEs experiance in the hospitahy holidays many peaple want someining

firun ternple viewed from the Sky Bar ndusiry, bul having spent many e personal — funkiar and mons like 3

at the Arun Residence, wears [iving abroad, she felt that friend's howse.”
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Talat, Bangkok's famous fiower market
36-38 Soi Pratoo Nok Yoong,

Maharal Road: el [660] 2221-9] 58"
W, arurasidence.com; Double rooms

from US55

Ibrik Resort in the City
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235716 South Sathorn Road: fel: [660)

221 1-34 70; www. ibrikresort. com;
Doinble rooms fram SUS1 10,

Thailand's Best Foreign
Exchange Bank
2002-2007

Bangkok Bank offers foreign exchange
sendices at all major tounst deslinatons
and selected superstore locations. But
wi r@ not pust comensent, we ve also been
vated Thailand’s Best Foreign Exchangsa
Bank by Global Finance Magazine for
the sixth year runming Pop in and ftry
out our serdces for yourself, we're naot

far awany.
Besi Forsign Exchangs Bank
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n Thaliand, Glabal Anance Magazine
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